|_es Parker
4 Pealiar English Poet
by Tom Nelligan

A performance by Englsh pest and
wngwriicr Los Barker by smerly unlike
snytbang ela v Iekaely 1o s2e ml 6
fiall i ior festival. O perbaps would
want to see. if you're afraid of dichs-
hinds, irvabled by horribda puns,
et when the English language is
sireiched (o surnenl limils o inher-
wing hitidi-kmpaled. On sage. 2
alighily buil, sousle-haived mein with
o porpoiudd prin will reail empayingly
clever i wery ailly rhymes shout
subvects like semmlly challengnd glow
worms, konely lemmmings, and mesdi-
fectel Gieek sibvemurers, while the
sndbemoe rocks with laughtes and
shuts Buck chonis refrmins. IF he's
aegompanied by bl semd-all-star
backing group, the Mr. Ackrevd
Band, you can alue expeci wimder-
fully funny parody songs thal suppest
what might lave happened if O,
Dhementn had heen an English falkie.

There's another, léss wiell-Enown
aspect il Hurler's wink, = well, &
series of pesetranng med aften angry
songs aboui the way people can
misalFes each o2y (Bat have boow
poewerfwlly reconded By somd al the
leading Fipares in Esglish folk
munsle, Including Martin Carthy,
Morma Walerson, snd Tene Tabor
Whether sbur psvironmesial dises-
i, Adrican famines, or mimpoes
militarsm, By seriois songs ae
witen fierce, always deeply
Pummnisisc, and fll of fustm-
tion that peraerfal poaple can
Lo S0 mues pain.
Such are 1he two
sides ol a mam wha
chesrfully desoribes
himsell as “a peculiae
Emglish poei” He
grew up in Man: hesser,
whese b worked os an
acoouitand for 1B wears
while discovering his iroe
calling. “1 wrobe a poem while
| was in college taking
coonmmics,” he mealled, “Sevesnl
e later, | Banded s poem io my

hiris, who wos in a folk group, and =

hie siaried perfonming . | wesd
slomg 1o the club to see him
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Perl'rl'ru. and 1 gt bulbd s dning
sinething, And it just grew” Amunid
1974 he began delighteng snlichues in
Englishi Talk clubs with his aftheal
homor, reading pocms sad pandes
whale socomgpanied by o small shagzy
dog named Mrs. Ackropl Ten venms
laser, b hewame & (ull-iEme writer nnd
performer; with 62 sgll-published
hooklets af poetry and 13 slbums i
dinte, The albims, koth cono asd
serious, ore on the M. Ackrowd
lubsel, *Tha dugg staricd the label” he
imsisied. 1 just helped out. §had 1o
ihe papruirk bevmse she couldn’
hodd a pen.”

e Eifles of s poeme E'e o peoy
gonadl iden b what e doss. Thers s
the aliernative perspective oa the
Timmie eragedy called “Have Yo Cinl
Ay Mg of the Boehery 17" the saga af
u circes peclormer of limised clen
called “Cosann, the Fasriy Accurase
Eomile Thrower,” anil B ofssrvilios
om physies and anatomy called
“[rachshands with Brechions Cam'

Climb Stabey” Aboai the lasi. Rarker
deadpanned, “That's o really nice ot
(el Pt At beaiin Testbvals ke
Ul Songs, because you've gol sime-
bundy diisg signing for the deafl. and
it's o really good one to do with &
adgtier” Aot his poeiss in general, he
wail, V1" wary yoo profahly don’t wani
i e Tistmmmg vio s kil of thing. I1's
ot giaad ficar o,

Bt & lod of people disregard his
ailviie, mmd through steady dounmg =
the LK., mmdlincrecent yoars b= Norh
Americe Auitralia, sl New feakind,
Tt s by losynl Tollowing who we
dedscnied and knowledgeahle, whn
ol il pexjtiesds witil efien lines fpom
i |l they're pant of the shin,
W el gailniee shock,” he said with
§ grin, "o see mm entively sober aili-
ence ol sitging oho theee (et (Fom
yoi anil all gazing imiently and
posceneriing besvily, " mnot used o
people concrniuting on sl [ do®

Wikaere ihos ks hideas come from T They
jusi mrrive out of mowhere i a gesenl
rile. I's when I'ms oul shopping, or
iriving e van, or bving in the haily
and the iden mmves. | just have 1o
vl 11 predl vty i e i cronns cul
e bans thint dion't work and type il 117
Tike-any other jub, neally — yoer brmm
lgarms how (e g gl wellisal yiso
conaciously thinking of o

Alibenigh he doesn’t sing himsell,
Brrkes stamed writing parody sonps
ariirg the same o b stariod doing
poetry, and a [olk ¢luh Gomedian
named Bob Williamsos hegan
pertorming them. “Aml s the poeody
shdie of o smmedmie]y bossomed,” he
explained. Ther was an oatha for i,
ond s | jusi carned on gaing w"
In Barker's mund, “Hird Tinees of CHd
England” becomes "Hand Cheese of
Ol England,” a saliite to dery prog-
ucts sung with utier enmesiness by
Nlurtm Carthy, The gosped song
“Will the Circle Be
Unbooken” hecomes il
ihe Tunle Be Unhrken,”
o falir of o repiile in peril
The cowhoy song "ot
Aldong Link [higihisa,” iy
dividing the second
ward ol the iitle,
hecomes yel andlher
contemplation of dachs
bunds. “That"s parily
Jume Tabair's foult os
werdl,” Barker demurrel
“She's o expert an ihe
erealures, and wa
wxchanpe idess now nd
i
“I'm completely non-
masical.” he clalmaed,
Jusl find these nice funes
i powid e ik of
nises and wrile spme-

thimg like the same st of wnlle
blies, Pasuadies dre nn extremely s
fying thing o wrile, because you'm
dping someitang like & three-dimes-
i crsiwond purrle, As well m
iryisg W et the wonds in the soag
Bl Yol e wriiang o ryme, o iy
as far os presible b dhyme e wil
idwr woreds ol the olhir song henesi it ]
and i’ fun,”

And e’ el no troesbde finding presl
musicians like Cigthy and Tabir m
recand thern “Most peaple are jml
dying 1o Bave o go @ doing some-
ihing silly. The greut irdilion of Be
M, Ackroyd Band 18 that oe mhe
something renlly siupid, ond wedo i
in o thoeoughly professions] way. 5o
ik iden ts 10 get people that am
reelly good ot mowsic amd pe) the
songs done properly.”

Thwen theve e s seriess al o, with
his Iyriecs el (o aditional unes o
melnifies contribined by ek The
Stvves o Cintlaamiah |5 (0l OpoTi, &
ey ol i young couple who limse and
find each other set o Shetland il mids
e, whale Some Love anil Ve Wegt
o Bumterities are eollecrions of mii-
War, AnCi-Commuption, proshumanity
cumpositxms. <1 think B vou're poing
i e serious you miph e owell do i
preperly,” Harker obwerved. ~Thee
{80’ & bt af paint in elling the wodkd
shoai your litesd fove alfair. 17y

cai Wrile i mice somg Talr enougl, W'
eatcitalning, b ic's nol sameshing e
resi af the world mecds in knew as 8 |
generad tale. Whereas 100 of tbe |
fitajur s wee iings thal e worh |
it Wi o public debaie. So | jusi wrie |
ilisan mry opinion; somebody puls 8
e b o amd god aid perlorms (il
proply o e

Barker hes two more Ol sehodulnd
[or rebenss this swmsees, o live
resomding of mew comic poesms called
Amwipertheripy and a collection of
serivus songs called Aier of ihe oy
1w basienlly & Dot ol niee sl Temes
thae Ive wriimen words for” he says
Tibow |5 ngain mmomg tBe singers this
time. =5 is langiime collabarwios
Allsim Younger, along wilk Sieve
Giilketse and Ciady Mangson, Chris
Leslic, Eileen MeCisnn asd David
Knigdsom, Sieve Tilsion, moed Arlisam.

Plennwihile, e contmes weilafg and
toaring, vislling Nonk Amencs
peveral dimes each year, bringing b
o snd speeading |sughter al Salk
veres, arls cenlos, and Fast Night
cobebratioms. “If you do dis thing for
wny lesggihy ol time” b ooscluded with
aumile. e | sappose you learn B
cortuin thimgs work, aml me vou koap
doing them. ['ve jnet coltivesed an
appearanoe of stepadity !
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